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This summer we feature the 6th century early Christian 
site of Clonmacnoise, Co. Offaly, which the Mulvihills 
visited in July. This is a site where we spent several 
hours, but one could easily spend the entire day there, 
examining the many ruins, high crosses, nearby hiking 
trails, exhibitions and river banks.  
 
Upon the site of a holy well, Clonmacnoise was 
founded in 548 by St. Ciarán, where the River Shannon 
crosses the Eiscir Riada, the ancient east-west roadway 
across Ireland. St. Ciarán died less than a year later 
from yellow fever, but his monastic community thrived 
for over 1,000 years.  It became one of the most 
important seats of learning in the western world and 
students came from across Ireland, Britain and 
continental Europe.  It was a renowned center of 
craftsmanship as well as of religious scholarship.  Also 
a seat of great political power, Clonmacnoise had 
changing and complex relationships with kings and 
chieftains from Connacht toTara, many of whom are 
buried there.  Around its sacred well developed a 
hospital for the poor and a place of healing pilgrimage. 
 
One of the most important books to Irish literature and 
history was scripted here, copied from earlier now lost 
texts.  This is Book of the Dun Cow (Lebor na hUidre), 
containing the very oldest known versions of some of 
Ireland’s most beloved legends, such as the Táin Bó 
Cuailgne (The Cattle Raid of Cooley), stories of the 
Kings of Tara and their customs, ancient fairy stories 
and tales of Ireland’s earliest invaders.  Called the 
earliest exclusively Gaelic document in existence, it 
introduces Queen Maeve, C� chulainn, Cormac Mac 
Airt, Étaín and Midir, Fionn Mac Cumhaill and the 
Fianna, among others. It is believed to record legends 
that go back at least to 400 BC. It names the sacred 
burial places such as Cruachan and Newgrange where 
kings and nobles could be buried.       (cont. on page 4) 
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The summer issue of                           
The Mulvihill Voice is  
hereby dedicated to  
Sarah-Jayne Mulvihill  
of England.                               
 
Sarah-Jayne, 32, was a  
Flight Lieutenant in the 
Royal British Air Force. 
Tragically, she was killed 
on May  6, 2006 when her helicopter was shot down over 
Basra, Iraq along with four comrades.  
 
Sarah was an accomplished and dedicated airwoman and 
served as a Flight Operations Officer. She had also flown in 
Kenya in training exercises. She was the first British 
servicewoman to be killed in Iraq and the first to be killed in 
action in 22 years. She was on her second deployment to Iraq 
at the time of her death. Her husband is also a member of the 
RAF.  
 
Sarah was born in Canterbury, England as Sarah-Jayne Poole.  
She excelled at running and rowing and loved sports and 
outdoor activities. 
 
On behalf of our entire clann, our condolences go out to her 
husband Lee Mulvihill, and all of her family and loved ones.  
 
 
 --Mary Ann Mulvihill-Decker, Editor and Tánaiste 
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����Letters to the 
Editor 
�
Dear Editor: 
 
I read the edition of The Mulvihill Voice with great 
interest. 
I am looking for information about Denis/Dennis 
Mulvihill who was the “Stoker Mayor” of 
Bridgeport, Connecticut from 1901-1905. 
He was notable for being the first Labor Mayor of 
this industrial city during the Labor Reform 
Movement and was called the Stoker Mayor 
because he had worked as a stoker at a local sewing 
machine factory. 
Denis was my grandfather, Michael Lee’s, first 
cousin.  I would like to be able to trace my family 
back to Ireland, but no one seems to be able to 
remember what county they came from.  I haven’t 
had much luck tracing the Lees, but I thought I 
might be able to find Denis. 
Here is what I know: 
Denis was living in Bridgeport in 1890. 
He may have had a son, Cornelius Jr. born 1893-
I’m not sure because of the Jr. 
If you have any leads on Denis, I will be very 
grateful. 
 
Best Regards, 
Elizabeth Lee-Fulford 
Elee-fulford@att.net 
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Please send us your Mulvihill family        
announcements for the next issue                                            

Thank you. 
 
 
This summer we joyfully welcome a new addition to 
the clan.  William Patrick Mulvihill was born on 
May 23, 2006 to Daniel Mulvihill IV and Marisa 
O’Connor Mulvihill of Hoboken, New Jersey, 
formerly of New York City.  
                                            
                                            He is named after his 
                                            belov� d Great-uncle Bill, 
                                            the late author and  
                                            teacher from Sag Harbor, 
                                            New York. 
 
                                             We pray for him to   
                                             have a long, healthy 
                                             and very happy life.   
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�����/�������� :                    Rev. Cathal Stanley, IRL 
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